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LETTER from the Lord Lieutenant to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, Vice-Regal Lodge, 5 Sept. 1844. 

The subject of the sales of the perpetuities under the Church Temporalities 
Acts having engaged the attention of Her Majesty’s Government, I have to 
express their regret to find that the whole of the income arising from this source 
ot revenue has been spent, and no portion whatever retained as capital, vieldin? 
an annual income. ^ ^ ® 



f^i^r placed at the disposal of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, on the 

establishment of the Commission, and the purposes to which the same were by law 
made applicable, in the payment of the arrears of vestiy-cess, the providing things 
requisite tor the celebration of Divine brvice, and in the repairs of churches, may 
nave rendered it necessary to have appropriated the whole of the monies arising 
Jrom those sales ; but as it would appear that the claims on account of vestry-cess 
ave een satisfied, and a large expenditure been incurred in putting the parish 
Churches into good repair, the Government conceive that the same necessity can- 
no now exist as heretofore, which would justify the Commissioners in drawing 
capital of the Perpetuity Purchase Eund, and they cannot but 
think that the interests of the Established Church in Ireland would not only be 
est served, but require that the monies arising from this source should for the 
luture be invested in Government securities, and the expenditure solely confined 
to the interest money accruing therefrom. 



n communicating the opinion entertained by the Government upon this point, 
consider it to be unnecessary to remind the Commissioners of that provision, 
V ^®r6by all the proceeds and funds arising under the Church Temporalities Acts 
repayment of the balance of the 100,000 L advanced by 
e Hoard of Works, prior and in preference to any other application of those 
pursuant to the order and direction of the Lords Commissioners of Her 
ajesty s Treasury ; for I feel satisfied that it is only necessary to draw the atten- 
lon m order to insure the ready acquiescence of the Commissioners in the views 
ermined by Her Majesty’s Ministers on the subject, and to prevent the neces- 
sity of any further legislation. 

A By 
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By referring to the accounts annexed to their annual reports for the l^t few 
years, it appears that the permanent annual income of the Commissioners is gra- 
dually increasing ; and it is a matter much to be desired that the expenditure, if 
possible, should not exceed the amount of permanent income, in which it is appre- 
hended there may now be little or no difficulty, provided the Church works be for 
the present confined to such objects only as are absolutely necessary, until the 
interest arising from the investments of the capital of the perpetuity purchases will 
justify a larger expenditure upon works of this nature. And in order that no 
erroneous opinions mav exist upon a matter of so much importance to the welfare 
of the Church in Ireland, I have to request that you will furnish, for the informa- 
tion of Government, an account of the expected annual income of the Ecclesias- 
tical Commissioners, for the year com[nencing the ist August 1 including 
therein the interest of any monies arising from investments of the perpetuity 
purchase money, the sources of revenue generally, and the purposes to which the 
same are by law applicable ; showing, at the same time, the residuary amount of 
such annual income as may be available for Church works in the ensuing year j 
and, with reference to the past, the following papers ; 

1. The amount of Income in each year since 1833, exclusive of the produce of 
the sale of Perpetuities. 

2. The amount of Expenditure in each year. 

3. The amount of the produce of the sale of Perpetuities in each year. 

4. The amount of the arrears of Vestry-cess, previous to the establishment of 
the Commissioners, for which they were made accountable. 

5- The amount of Money advanced to the Commissioners by Government, and 
of any Sums repaid on account of the same. 

6. To state any causes which have prevented or are likely to prevent the 
receipt of the full income expected in the year 1835, according to the calculations 
of Mr. Finlaison, which, by order of the House of Commons, were printed u 
April 1833. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Hej/iesbuiy. 



— No. 2. — 



LETTER from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners to the Lord Lieutenant. 

24, Upper Merrion-street, Ecclesiastical Commission, 
My Lord, 14 September 1844. 

I HAVE had the honour of submitting to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for 
Ireland your Excellency’s letter of the 5th instant, on the subject of the sale of 
perpetuities under the Church Temporalities Acts, and requiring information in 
respect to the funds and expenditure of this Board ; and I have to acquaint yonr 
Excellency that I have received the directions of the Commissioners to bring your 
Excellency’s letter under the consideration of a full meeting of the Board, so soon 
as the attendance of the episcopal and other absent members can be procured. 

And I have to state to your Excellency, that in the meantime the Commis- 
sioners have ordered the accounts called for by your Excellency to be prepared. 

I have, &o. 

(signed) This, Bushe, Secretary. 
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— No. 3. — 

PROCEEDINGS at a Special Meeting of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners. 

A o • I 26 November 1844. 

At a Special Meeting of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland 
held this day; Present,-The Lord Primate, The Arehbishorof 
Dublin, The Lord Bishop of Meath, The Lord Bishop of Ossory^ Sir 
Henry Meredyth, Bart., John C. Erch, L.n.n.. W. C Quin, EsJ 

With reference to the Board’s order No 1 nf tho . o.i, o . o . 
letter of his Excellency the Lord lieutenant wa/ rid, on fhe sub>crorth“Lds 
of be Board, as connected with the Perpetuity Purchase Pund,''and cdlLl for 
certain returns m relation thereto; and the several returns above reS to 
including an account of the expected annual income and expenditure of the Com 
missioners, exclusive of the capital of the Pernefnirv P,„.„iL,.„ p ii , • 

balance available for Church works, amounting to I0671I os 
the table. Also the annual esthete’ of the ftn^dsind^i^igl^f ortL'taM 
for the period ending the 1st November 1345, showing^a balance available for 
Church works of 32,935/. i8s. 2d., including the capital of the Perpetuity Pur 
chase Fund. And the report of the architect, of the 21st instant, on the fubiect 
of apphcations for Church works, now in office, amounting to 136,902; 4/ iid 
reduced to the sum of 26,8341 is. toif.. for works deemed absoimely niceLaS 
for the ensuing year, was also^ submitted ; and same having been fully^consMered 
with reference to the suggestion contained in Lord Heytesbury’s lette^r respecting 
the investment in Government securities of the monies arising from the sal! 
of perpetuities, and the confining the expenditure of the Board solely to the 
interest money arising therefrom ; ^ 

Whereupon it was moved by Mr. Erck, with reference to the Lord Lieutenant’s 
lettei, that the aforesaid sum of 19.671 1. os. gd., being the balance of expected in- 
come for the ensuing year, exclusive of the capital of the perpetuity purcliaL money 
be for the present appropriated for Church works, until a necessity shall arise for 
any further expenditure. To which motion the Lord Bishop of Meath moved an 

SifoatT" 32,9351 18s. 2d., affoot of the aforesaid 

estimate includes the capital of the Perpetuity Purchase Fund 
24,000 1, be appropriated for Church works ; and said motion and amendment 
having been fully discussed, the amendment was carried, Mr. Erck dissenlinv 

!f MeTth ’rrV‘ a committee, consisting of the Lord Bishop 

n ^ ^ Bishop of Ossory, Sir Henry Meredyth, Mr. Erck, and Mr. 

laid r answer to the Lord Lieutenant’s communication, to be 

laid Detore the Doard on Friday next. 



— No. 4. — 



LETTER from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners to the Lord Lieutenant. 

, Office of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners 

My Lord, for Ireland, 7 December 1844. 

I AM directed by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland to inform your 
Hxcdiency, that they have had your Excellency’s letter, of September 5th, under 
consideration ; and that the communication which it makes of the views of Her 
Majesty s Government, respecting the fund arising from the sales of perpetuities 
under the Irish Church Temporalitie.s Act, has engaged their most serious and 
respectful attention. 

The Commissioners desire to state, that they concur most sincerely with Her 
IWajesty s Government iu regretting that they have not been able hitherto to retain 
any portion of the sums arising from such sales as capital, having expended the 
^tire in supplying^ the deficiencies of their annual income from other sources, 
r hey are most anxious to assure your Excellency, that they have not made this 
use ot the fund referred to willingly ; that though it is by law as available to meet 
• A 2 their 
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application of the PEaPETUlTY FUND TO 

their'aiitmal expenditure as any part of their permanent income, yet they have 
at all times felt that it was in the highest degree expedient to ahstam, as far as it 
was practicable} from so dealing with it ; and that accordingly they would noin the 
first have invested the proceeds of the perpetuity sales in Government securities, 
and have confined their expenditure to the annual interest on such investments, if 
they could have done so consistently with the duty laid upon them, of providing 
for those wants of the Church in Ireland for which it was intended to make pro- 
vision by the Churcli Temporalities Act. But they have found that the expendi- 
ture of ibe capital was absolutely unavoidable, in order to enable them to follow 
out in any measure the objects of that Act. And if it was necessary to vindicate 
the discretion which they have exercised in drawing so largely from a fund which 
they feel and are ready to acknowledge it was so specially important to spare, they 
would have no fear of not being able to show that all their encroachments upon, 
this fund have been made under the pressure of absolute necessity; and more- 
over, that this necessity has not arisen from any want of due economy in the 
expenditure of the other funds entrusted to their management and control. 

But the Commissioners are happy to believe that any such detailed reference 
to the past is at present unnecessary. They perceive with satisfaction that your 
Excellency is aware of the various heavy and pressing demands for which they 
had to provide; and they trust they are'right in understanding your Excellency 
as acknowledging, on the part of Her Majesty’s Guvernmerit, that however they 
may regret that this expenditure was required, they are satisfied that the neces-. 
sity for it did really exist, arising from the various demands upon the Board to 
which your Excellency adverts. 

It would seem, however, that it is the opinion of Her Majesty’s Government, 
that thi-s necessity has now ceased. Your Excellency states, that, “ as it would 
appear that the claims on account of vestry-cess have been satisfied, and a large 
expenditure been incurred in putting parish churches into good repair, the 
Government conceive that the same necessity cannot now exist as heretofore, 
which would justify in drawing further upon the capital of the Perpetuity Purchase 
Fund ; and they cannot but think that the interest of the Established Church in 
Ireland would not only be best served, but require that the money arising from, 
this source should, for the future, be invested in Government securities, and the 
expenditure solely confined to the interest money accruing therefrom;” and a 
little further on in the letter, referring to the gradual increase in the income of the 
Commissioners, as it appears in the accounts annexed to their annual reports, 
your Excellency states, that it is apprehended, that by confining for the present 
Church works to such objects as are actually necessary, little or no difficulty will 
he found in keeping the annual expenditure of the Commissioners from exceeding 
their permanent income; an object which your Excellency very justly describes as 
most desirable, if it be practicable to secure it. 

To this opinion of Her Majeky’s Government, thus distinctly conveyed to them 
by your Excellency, the Commissioners have given, as they were bound to do, 
the most attentive consideration; and they can assure your Excellency that it 
would have given them very great satisfaction if they had found themselves able 
to concur in the opinion, and to meet the expectation on the part of the Govern- 
ment to which it has naturally given rise. But the result of their consideration of 
the question has been to convince them that, though the sum required in aid of 
their permanent income is much less now than it vvas at an earlier stage of the 
Commission ; and though it is to be hoped that the augmentation of their income, 
under the operation of the Temporalities Act, will be such as eventually to dis- 
pense altogether w'ith such aid, yet the necessity of aid to some amount still 
actually exists. And as this aid can only be obtained from the Perpetuity Pur-- 
chase Fund, the Commissioners are constrained to communicate to your Excel- 
lency, that they cannot, consistently with their duty as Commissioners, pledge 
themselves to abstain altogether from drawing upon that fund ; and they feel that 
they would be contributing to mislead your Excellency and the Government in the, 
case, if they did not distinctly state that they not only find themselves obliged to 
resort to this fund to aid in providing for the most pressing wants of the Church 
in the current year, but that they anticipate a recurrence of the same necessity 
(though, as they have said, with a diminution of the sum required) for some 
years to come. 

The Commissioners trust that it is unnecessary for them to state, that it is with 
very great reluctance, and only under a sense of the heavy responsibility of the 

office 
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office which they hold, that they have allowed themselves to differ from Her Ma- 
jesty’s Government upon so important a practical question concerning their future 
proceedings. The difference is matter of most serious regret to them, but they 
must add, that they feel persuaded that it never could have arisen if Government 
possessed the knowledge which they necessarily have of the actual wants of the 
Church in ^ this country, and of the very limited supply of those wants to which 
the Commissioners have felt obliged, and more especially recentlv, to confine 
themselves ; and they feel assured, that if it were possible to put Her Majesty’s 
Government in their place in this respect, all differences of fudgment between 
them and the Commissioners upon the present question would disappear. 

They cannot hope that this effect will be produced by the returns called for by 
your Excellency, or by any similar documents j for they are aware, that after 
the fullest and most circumstantial information which can be given in this way, a 
question will remain as to the discretion by which their expenditure was regulated 
and restrained ; and this question could only be fully met, so as completely to 
justify the discretion exercised, by such interminable details as it would be impos- 
sible for the Commissioners to present, or for your Excellency to go throm^h. 
But the Commissioners trust that the following general statement, havino a direct 
reference to an important part of your Excellency’s letter, may be found to do 
something towards the same object, in a less troublesome form. It will, they 
hope, contribute something towards the object of illustrating the state of the 
Church in Ireland, in reference to the duties of the Commissioners, and the prin-. 
ciples upon which these duties have been discharged by the latter; the demands 
arising from the wants of the Church on the one hand, and the limits within which 
the Commissioners have confined themselves in dealing with those demands on 
the other. 

In referring to the demands which at an earlier period pressed so heavily upon 
the Commissioners, your Excellency specifies three distinct items as the most 
considerable of the entire : the arrears of the vestry-cess for which the Commis- 
sioners were made liable, the providing of things requisite for the celebration of 
Divine service, and the repairs of churches. And your Excellency seems to admit, 
on the part of the Government, that the pressure arising from those demands was 
such as to justify the expenditure of the capital of the Perpetuity Purchase Fund, 
while the pressure continued. But, on the other hand, it is distinctly conveyed to 
the Commissioners by your Excellency, that such changes have taken place with 
respect to these particular demands, that the same plea is no longer available, and 
that in the judgment of Government the same necessity cannot now exist. 

If by the same necessity, be meant necessity for drawing to the same amount 
on the fund referred to, the Commissioners have already acknowledged to your 
Excellency that the same necessity in this sense does no longer exist ; but they 
have at the same time stated, that in their most deliberate judgment, a necessity 
for resorting to this fund for aid, to a certain smaller amount, still continues ; and 
they hope to confirm this statement by briefly going through the three important 
items of expenditure enumerated by your Excellency, 

1. With respect to the first, it has wholly disappeared from the demands for 
which the Commissioners have to make provision, the claims on account of vestry-^ 
cess having been satisfied, as stated by your Excellency. 

2. As to the second item, the providing of things requisite for the celebration 
of Divine service, it is right to state, that it not merely continues, but that, from, 
various causes, it has been considerably increased. 

3* The Commissioners, however, do not think it necessary to trouble your 
Excellency by entering into a consideration of these causes, or even making any 
statement of the amount to which they have increased this item in their expen- 
diture; because, notwithstanding this increase, their permanent income would 
now defray these and all other expenses of the Commission, and even leave a very 
considerable balance in hand, but for the third head referred to by your Excel- 
lency, the repairs of churches, including under that head rebuildings and enlarge- 
ments. It is in fact to meet the demands arising from the necessity of repairing, 
rebuilding, and enlarging churches, that the Perpetuity Purchase Fund has been 
drawn upon hitherto; that is, after the few first years of the Commission, during 
which the income was insufficient to meet the other expenses of the year. And it 
is the continuance of these wants which renders it necessary for the present year, 

621. A 3 and 
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and according to the anticipations of the Commissioners, will render it necessary 
for some years to come, to draw to some extent upon the fund referred to. 

But as large sums have been expended in past years in putting parish churches 
in good repair, it is conceived by your Excellency that the demand on this score 
must have been so materially lightened, (if it have not altogether ceased) that it 
no longer offers any justification for drawing upon the capital of the Perpetuity 
Purchase Fund. 

Now in clearing up this point, it is necessary to inform your Excellency, that 
large as has been the expenditure of the Commissioners under this head, it has 
always been necessarily kept far within the demand. Several- cases of rebuilding 
have been dealt with as repairs ; while, under the same necessity for husbanding 
the resources of the Commissioners, repairs have been in some cases less perfectly 
executed than they ought to have been ; and in some where they ought to have 
been at once effected, they have been deferred ; and for the same reasons many 
cases of enlargement have been postponed. And thus for some time two causes 
have been in operation to provide new cases every year to add to the list of appli- 
cations for aid for such purposes ; a list upon which, as I have said, there has 

always been a heavy arrear. The natural effect of time upon those buildings 

which were in a tolerable state of repair when they passed under the charge of 
the Commissioners, and the more rapid progress of decay in those cases where 
rebuilding and repairs have been deferred, or on the same economical principles 
dealt with in the imperfect way just stated, and the result is, that every year 
brings in a considerable number of applications to be added to those which still 
lie over in the office from preceding years. 

Such cases, cases in which the rebuilding, or repair, or enlargement of churches 
is required, all affect the comfort and accommodation of congregations in various 
degrees. And it is hardly necessary to say, that cases of the two former classes 

may assume a much more pressing character. They are often pressing, upon 

economical grounds ; for it is hardly necessary to say, that timely repairs are often 
essential to the maintenance of edifices, and the preservation of materials, which 
the Commissioners are bound to replace if they are suffered to fall into decay. 
And they are sometimes still more pressing upon other grounds, as the neglect or 
delay of repair or rebuilding, as the case may require, will, in some instances, have 
the effect of preventing a congregation altogether from attending Divine worship, 
or of endangering their safety if they do persevere in attending. The aim of the 
Commissioners of course has always been, so far as possible, to provide for such 
pressing cases in the first instance; but they have with regret been often obliged 
to postpone some cases even of this character. And it is right to remind your 
Excellency, that such cases, all cases of repairs and rebuildings, were formerly 
provided for in this country by parish-cess, and that, therefore, applications to the 
Commissioners under this head are made and granted, when they can be granted, 
in strict conformity with the objects and the provisions of the Church Temporali- 
ties Act. 

The Commissioners think it also right to inform your Excellency, that the 
episcopal members of this Board have stated that applications for aid in many 
instances are now kept back because it is notorious that the state of the finances 
of the Commissioners is such as to hold out little or no prospect of success except 
in very pressing cases, so that these prelates are able to state the fact, as falling 
under their own knowledge, that the applications presented to the Board for the 
last five years, numerous as they have been, fall far short of an adequate repre- 
sentation of the wants of the Church in such matters. 

Now this being the case, it will enable your Excellency to form some judgment 
of the principles on which the Commissioners have been acting, and the very 
strong necessity to which they have been yielding in drawing upon the capital of 
the Perpetuity Purchase Fund, when they state that the applications for aid under 
this head which were in the office when the estimates for the last year were made, 
(comprising, as has been said, those received within the preceding year, in addition 
to all those of former years, which not having been provided for remain still for 
consideration) would have required an outlay of 132, 307^. 195. 4J. Of these 
cases the Board only undertook a very limited number, selecting those which 
seemed to be most pressing, and to admit least of any delay, in this way they 
were able to reduce the proposed expenditure under this head, for the year, to 
20,000/. But to enable them to expend even this sum, they were obliged to 
draw 3,549/. 95. 7^/. from the capital of the Perpetuity Purchase Fund. 
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For the present year the applications for the same objects actually in the office 
amount to 1 36,992 1. 4 .S. 1 1 d. (the additional number for the year, as your Excel- 
lency will remark, exceeding in amount those which were cleared off by the outlay 
of last year). 

This list has been most carefully revised, with a view of excluding from it all 
cases which would bear delay. Of the nature of this revision, your Excellency 
will be able to form some judgment when it is stated, that all the cases of enlarge- 
ment have been set aside. Some of those cases, from increase of congregations 
in particular places, might well deserve to be regarded as pressing cases, if there 
were not more than enough of a nature still more pressing ; but the Commis- 
sioners were of opinion that there were, and so the cases of enlargement on the 
list, without inquiring into the particulars of any of them, have been all, without 
a single exception, excluded from the list of works to be undertaken by the Board 
for the ensuing year. This list, in fact, has been made to consist only of the most 
urgent cases of rebuildings and repairs ; and even for these cases, reduced within, 
the narrowest limits, the sum required is 26,834/. 1 s. lod. To meet this expense 
the Commissioners have but a balance of 19,671/. os. gd., the excess of perma- 
nent income above - the expenditure upon the other heads for which they have to 
provide. They have felt it absolutely necessary, therefore, to draw upon the Per- 
petuity Purchase Fund. They resolved, however, not to draw for the entire dif- 
ference between the balance available for such purposes, and the sum required for 
the most pressing cases which had been selected from the whole list, but for 
4,328/. 195. 3t/., and thereby the list of works to be undertaken in the current 
year, already reduced, as stated above, has been still further reduced by the 
amount of 2,834/. is. lod. 

The Commissioners trust that this statement of the course which they have taken 
with respect to this branch of their expenditure, in preparing the estimates for 
the past, and for the current year, wdll satisfy your Excellency that they have not 
drawn in either year upon the Perpetuity Purchase Fund, under any less urgent 
pressure than that which compelled them to have recourse to it at an earlier stage 
of the Commission, when, as it appears, their expenditure of this fund is felt by 
Her Majesty’s Government to have been justified by the necessity under which 
they were acting j and they hope, too, that your Excellency will see that in resort- 
ing to the fund referred to, as they felt themselves absolutely obliged to do, they 
have shown the utmost anxiety to confine their encroachments upon it within the 
very narrowest limits which the case allowed. 

The Commissioners have the honour of sending herewith the papers called for 
in your Excellency’s letter ; and they take the liberty of adding the report of 
their resident architect, as calculated to furnish further information concerning 
that important part of the operation of the Commission to which their reply to 
your Excellency’s letter chiefly refers. 

And as your Excellency refers to the large balance still due upon the loan of 
100,000/. advanced to the Commissioners by the Board of Works, they have 
added to the foregoing papers an extract from the Board’s minutes, referring to this 
subject, to which they beg to direct your Excellency’s attention. The Commis- 
sioners have felt it to be their duty to put forward their claim to have a large por- 
tion of this balance remitted to them j and the paper just spoken of contains a 
statement of the facts, upon an equitable consideration of which their claim is 
grounded ; and they hope that the justice of the claim will, upon' the plain state- 
ment of the circumstances of the case, so commend itself to your Excellency, that 
the Commissioners- may have the benefit of your Excellency’s support when they 
again press it upon the consideration of Her Majesty’s Government. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Thos. Bushe, Secretary. 
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AN ESTIMATE of the expected Annual Income of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Irdand, for the Y 
commencing ist August 18++ i including therein the Interest of any Monies arising from Investments of the Fernet t 
Purchase Money 5 the Sources of Revenue generally, and the Purposes to which the same are by Law applicable • sho 
at the same time the Residuary Amount of such Annual Income as may be available for Church Works 
ensuing Year. “ 



Sources or Revenue available. 



Purposes to which the Revenues 
APPLICABLE. 



General Fund: 

From see estates ; annual value 
From disappropriated tithes - 
From suppressed dignities and suspended 
benefices 

From charge on the see of Derry ; annual 
Prom tax on bishoprics and benefices; an- 
nual . - - . 

From perpetuity mortgages, interest thereon 
From perpetuity sales invested in 3 per 
cent. Consols, s.oooL, interest thereon 
From perpetuity sales, expected to be re- 
alised, 10,000/., glebe house, loan instal- 
stalments; uonual; minus lapses 
From bequest for keeping Donamore 
church in repair , 

From fines expected to be realised by de- 
mise of see houses and mensal lands, 
&c., within this year only, and therefore 
not permanent income - . . 



£. 




d. 


40,898 


18 


5i 


3,081 


4 


5 


11.194 


3 


7h 


4,160 


- 




7.121 


10 


s 


3.322 


17 


4 


60 


- 


- 


3,662 


18 


6 


- 




7 


3.133 




- 


76,642 
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Memorandum . — The income and expenditure from Primate 
Boulter and Primate Robinson’s Funds are not included in 
the above estimate, the income being fully charged in aug- 
menting small benefices, and directed to be kept distinct 
from all other funds.—Sce 3 & 4. Will. 4, c. 37, s, 6i. 



General Fund : 

For yearly estimates for celebrating Divine 
service and requisites for same, inciuding 
prayer and registry books ... 
For payments to Bishops of Cork and Kil- 
more, stipends to curates, incumbents, 
vicars choral and diocesan school- 
masters 

For salaries to Commissioners, secretary, 
treasurer and clerks, &c. - - , 

For interest on balance of loan to Board 
of Public Works - - - _ 

For see and glebe houses (building and 
other charges thereon) . _ , 

For incidents, consisting of rent, taxes, of- 

fice furniture, coals, candles, repairs, &c. 
For postage, advertisements, stationerv, 
quit and corn rents, stamps, &c. &c. '- 
For solicitor’s salary, for one year - 
For law clerk’s expenses and disburse- 
ments - 

For augmentation of small benefices, pur- 
suant to the Act 3 & 4 Viet. c. 101 - 

Residue available for Church works 

Total - . . i 



£. s. i 

34j550 - - 

9.150 - 10 
6,030 - _ 
2,400 - - 
845 6 - 

750 - - 

550 - - 
1,000 - - 

640 - - 

1,056 1 5 

19,671 - - 
76,642 8 3 



(signed) James E. Sto^ord, Treasurer. 



(No. 1.) 



AN ACCOUNT of the Income in each 
Year since 1833, exclusive of the Produce 
of the Sales of Perpetuities. 

Income, General Fund. 



Year 1834 - 
„ 1835 - 
„ 1836 - 
„ 1837 - 
„ 1838 - 
„ 1839 - 

„ 1840 - 
„ 1841 - 

„ 1842 - 

„ 1843 - 

» 1844 - 



£. s. d. 
11,374 19 3 
20,915 12 2 
37,424 2 9 
41,692 8 10 
46,114 11 8 

56,700 7 11 
62,713 5 - 
61,643 17 3 
62,822 17 2 
69,996 19 7 
81,834 4 6 



(No. 2.) 

AN ACCOUNT of the Expenditure ia 
each Year since 1833. 
Expenditure, General Fund. 

£. s. d. 

4,610 14 5 

65,794 6 3 

- 101,565 13 3 

- 120,778 1 11 

- 112,438 11 11 

- 117,596 11 8 

- 104,968 18 7 

97,644 6 4 

95,342 19 - 

89,640 6 11 

86,327 17 7 

(signed) James ,E. Stopford, 

Treasurer. 



Year 1834 - 
„ 1835 - 
„ 1836 - 
„ 1837 - 

„ 1838 - 

„ 1839 - 
„ 1840 - 
„ 1841 - 

„ 1842 - 
„ 1843 - 

„ 1844 - 
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(No. 3.) 

an account of the Produce of the 
Sales of Perpetuities in each Year. 

Produce of Perpetuity Sales. 



ear 1834 - 


_ 


. 


£. 

2,365 


d. 

- 2 


„ 1835 - 




- 


88,693 


5 lOJ 


„ 1836 - 




- 


89,301 


12 2 


„ 1837 - 




- 


61,487 


4 9 


„ 1838 - 




- 


38,514 


18 10 


„ 1839 - 




- 


56.722 


3 6 


„ 1840 - 




- 


30,927 


5 4 


„ 1841 - 




- 


33,139 


10 11 


„ 1842 - 




- 


20,084 


1 1 


„ 1843 - 




- 


31,898 


19 11 


„ 1844 - 




- 


18,227 


3 5 


(signed) 


James E. Stopford, 



Treasurer. 



(No. 4.) 

AN ACCOUNT of the Arrears of Ves- 
try Cess previous to the Establishment 
of the Commissioners, for which they are 
made accountable. 

Total Amount of Arrears 
of Vestry Assessments 
paid by the Ecclesi- 
astical Commissioners 
for Ireland, to I4th 
August 1844 - 

(signed) James JB. Stopford, 
Treasurer. 



£. s. d. 



40.689 19 11 



(No. 5.) 



AN ACCOUNT of Money advanced to the Commissioners by Government, and of any 
Sums repaid on Account of same. 



Totd Amount advanced by the Board of Works to the Ecclesiastical Commis- 
sioners for Ireland - 
Amount paid in Liquidation of same - 



£. 

100,000 

40,000 



(signed) James E. Stopford, Treasurer. 



(No. 6.) 

The causes, if any, which have prevented, or are likely to prevent the receipt of the 
full income expected in the year 1835, according to the calculations of Mr. Finlaison, 
which, by order of tbe House of Commons, were printed in 1835 ? 

In reply to this query, the Commissioners beg to state, that there have been causes since 
1835, legislative and otherwise, which have had tbe effect of diminishing, while, on the 
other hand, the Commissioners think it right to add, that there have been other legislative 
enactments passed since that period, which will Lave the effect of increasing the lunds of 
the Commissioners ; but whether tlie result of the whole will be to increase or diminish, the 
mcome expected to arise, according to Mr. Finlaison’s calculations, the Commissioners 
have not the means of determining. 



(signed) James E, Stopford, Treasurer. 



62J. 



B 
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TO APPLICATION OF THE PERPETUITY FUND TO 



Report. 



Sir, Architect’s Office, 21 November 1844. 

1 HAVE the honour to submit herewith the several schedules of Church works, from which 
I have prepared the following abstracts, showing the demands on the funds of the Board 
under their respective heads. * 



NO. 


NATURE OF THE SCHEDULE. 


NO. OF 
CASES. 


AMOUNT. 


1 


Rebuildings ------- 


57 


£• s. d. 

58,492 10 1 


2 


Enlargements ------- 


244 


30,096 - - 


8 


Painting and colouring, internal . - . 


671 


18,208 2 9 


4 


„ „ external - - - 


884 




5 


Enclosi^ of fences for Churches built without aid 
from Board, but now under their charge - 
Ditto for Churches built prior to the establishment 
of the Board ------- 


11 


606 18 


6 


20 




7 


Ditto for Churches built by ditto - - - 


30 




8 


Ditto repairs of ----- - 


294 


3,596 11 1 


9 


Bells, erection of ----- - 


14 


134 7 4 


10 


Stoves -------- 


53 


742 - 


11 


Fonts - -- -- -- - 


103 




12 


Rebuilding incomplete, required for completion of 


9 


3,942 3 7 


13 


Repairs absolutely necessary - - - - 


676 


13,769 16 -• 


14 


„ on clergymen’s estimates, probable - 


- - - 


1,000 - - 




Total Amount of Demands - - - 


_ _ _ _ 


137,233 16 




Cr. Drumcar, see Rebuilding Schedule 


- - - - 


241 10 1 






£. 


136,992 4 11 



The foregoing abstract shows the number and amount of applications at present in the 
office. The following includes those only which I submit as necessary to be carried into 
operation in the next year. 

Estimate for 1835. 



NO. ! 


NATURE OF SCHEDULE. 


NO. OF 
CASES. 


AMOUNT. 


12 


Rebuildings incomplete, for completion of - 

„ special cases ----- 


9 


£. S. d. 

3,542 3 7 


15 


8 


3,060 - - 


8 


Enclosing fences, repairs of ■«■ - - - 


294 


1,000 - - 


13 


Repairs of Churches absolutely necessary - 


576 : 


13,769 16 - 


14 


„ clergymen’s estimates - - - _ 


- - - 




4 


External painting, Dublin district . - > 


384 


3,580 2 3 


16 j 


For scouring, cleansing, &c. internal ; stoves, erec- 
tion of 


53 


742 - - 






£. 


26,834 1 10 



On the several items contained in the above estimate, and which I recommend as abso- 
lutely necessary to be carried into operation next year, 1 beg to make the following obser- 
vations. ° 

Rehuildings, Incomplete. 

To the amount required under this head, I beg to observe, that the funds of the Board 
are already absolutely pledged, contracts having been entered into for their full completioo. 
This mode of proceeding was adopted on my recommendation, as I found that the former 
practice or contracting for new buildings by piecemeal, was attended with much inconveni- 
ence and resulted in much loss of tme and in additional expense, as well as in much iniury 
to the sufficiency of the work, inasmuch as the wood work was hastily put too-ether, whOTas 
under the present arrangement, it is well seasoned, the contractors being in all oases required 
to have it prepared tor many months previous to its being set up. ^ 

Hebuilding&, Special Cases. 

This schedule includes five of those cases, approved by the Board, under this head at 
their special meeting in November last, and which yet remain unprovided for. The remain- 
ing three cases, from their very pressing nature, have been since added by directions of the 
Commissioners. fbe anM^ estimated above does not provide for their completion, but is 
'l .'' 1 . Ihe year. I beg to observe that to five of these 

cases the Board are pledged, on certain conditions, which will shortly be complied witli. 
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Enclosing Fences, Repairs of. 

The number and amount of applications under this head have considerably increased since 
last year ; however, I hope by a careful examination of the estimates, conhning the expen- 
diture fo such repairs as may prevent further dilapidations, that the amount I have esti- 
mated above will be found sufficient. 

Repairs of Churches ahsohctely necessary. 

The number and amount of applications under this head have also considerably increased 
since last year. With reference to the amount of estimate for carrying on these works, I 
beg to ob.serve that the strictest economy has been exercised in its preparation, the strongest 
injunctions being laid on the inspectors to provide only for such as were absolutely necessary. 
I have endeavoured, as far as possible, to ascertain the probable amount that would be re- 
quired to place the churches generally in a perfect state of repair, but the notice for this pur- 
pose having been given to the inspectors at a late period of the year, they were able to furnish 
the required information only for a very limited portion of the country. I have, therefore, not 
included this item in ray abstracts; however, 1 beg to add, that even for this the amount 
required is very considerable. 

The probable estimate which I have included for meeting the expenditure necessary on 
clergymen’s estimates will, I am of opinion, be sufficient. 

Estimate, Painting, Dublin District. 

The amount of this estimate is greater than that of last year, inasmuch as the buildings 
in this are generally of a larger class than those in the northern district, for which the ave- 
rage was last year computed at 7 Z. ; the average cost for this year will be about 8Z. 10 

Scouring, Cleansing, ^c., Internal. 

The applications for internal painting and cleansing have much increased within the last 
year ; they now amount in number to one-half of the cnurches under the charge of the Board ; 
and as the complaints of the state of the buildings in this point are daily increasiug, I beg 
to suggest the propriety of appropriating the sum of 200 h to be expended in the district 
being externally painted, in cleansing the walls and ceilings, and in scouring, and in some 
cases varnishing the wood work. 

I have included this sum in my estimate for works to be carried on this year, as I am 
of opinion, that if gi’anted, its expenditure would remove a great cause of complaint, and 
would also be calculated to admit of a further postponement of the work under the head 
of Internal Painting and Cleansing, that otherwise would be advisable, close regard being 
had to the state of the wood work and the appearance of the buildings. 

Stoves, Erection of. 

I have included in my estimate the sum required for the erection of stoves, in those 
cases in which these articles have been provided by the parish. The amount is small, and 
its expenditure, in my opinion, necessary for the preservation of the buildings, 

With reference to the sum appropriated for Church works last year, I beg to report that 
the strictest vigilance has been exercised in its distribution, both in point oi economy, and 
in the nature of the works ordered ; and although the inspectors have been working under 
some disadvantage, as, in three cases out of the five, they have been engaged in districts 
with which they were previously unacquainted, I beg to state, that the several works 
ordered have gone on satisfactorily, and are, with some few exceptions, in wlrich delay was 
unavoidable, nearly completed. 

With respect to the buildings contracted for, I beg to report that tour have been com- 
pleted within the year, and fourteen are now in progress, and proceeding in a satisfactory 
manner, with the exception of three cases, in which some delays have taken place; in two 
cases, caused by difficulties as to sites, and in the third by failure of the contractor ; these 
causes have, however, been removed, and the buildings are about being proceeded with. 

The two cases of enlargement referred to in my former report have been since satis- 
factorily completed. 

I beg, in concluding this report, to call the attention of the Commissioners to the very 
satisfactoiy result shown by the subjoined account of their expenditui'e since ]841, under 
the head of “Extraordinary Repairs;” the diminution in tire annual amount affording 
strong evidence of the permanency and efficiency of the works carried on by the Board. 

£. 

1841 2,547 

1842 - - 2,005 

1843 1;481 

1844 435 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Joseph Welland, Architect. 

(A true copy.) 

T. Bushe, Secretary. 

B 2 



Thomas Bushe, Esq. 
621. 
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APPLICATION OF THE PERPETUITY FUND TO 



The Ecclesiastical Commissioners for Ireland. 



Extract from the Minutes of the Board of Thursday, the 24th of February 1842. 



Pursuant to the orders of the Board, No. 325, of the 7th and 14th instant, when the 
propriety of again moving the Lords of Her Majesty's Treasury for a remission of the 
balance of 60,000/., now due by this Board to the Board of Works on foot of original loan 
of 100 , 000 /., was discussed, and when it was ordered that a special meeting of the Com- 
missioners be summoned for this day, for the further consideration of the subject, the 
following statement was approved and ordered to be transmitted to the Lords of the 
Treasury. 

On the constitution of this Board in 1833, under the Act 3 & 4 Will. 4, c. 37, very- 
small funds were available for meeting not only the expenses of the Commission, but 
for supplying requisites for the celebration of Divine service, and for the repairs of churches 
and chapels in Ireland, which had been theretofore provided by vestry assessment. 

In the year following it was deemed necessary by the Government to provide for the 
anears of vestry-cess which had accrued due in the years 1831, 1832, and 1833, pre- 
viously to the establishment of the Commission, when the Act 4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 90, was 
passed, authorizing the Board of Works to lend a sum of 100 , 000 /. to the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners, who were thereby directed to discharge the demands on account of vestry- 
cess for those years, which have amounted to a sum of 48,599/. 19s. Id. 

It i.s, therefore, clear that it was not contemplated by the Act 3 8 c 4 Will, 4 , that those 
arrears of 1831, 1832, and 1833, should have been charged on the funds created by said 
Act. In consequence of the non-collection of vestry-cess for these and the preceding years, 
churches had fallen very generally into a slate of great disrepair, insomuch, that°on the 
establishment of the Board, a considerable expenditure became immediately necessaiy to 
repair the injuries which they had sustained within those years. 

Independently of the great demand thus entailed on the funds of the Board, an unfore- 
seen expenditure, to the amount of upwards of 10,000 /,, has been incurred by reason of the 
great injury which churches sustained in consequence of the storm of January 1839 . 

In addition to these e.xpenditures, the Commissioners have actually repaid to the Board 
of Works, on account of the principal of their debt, a sum of 40,000/., and in the way of 
interest, at the rate of 4 per cent., 21,384/. Is. 11c/. to the present time; making a total 
payment, in way of principal and interest, of 61,384/. Is. lid. 

From the application of their funds in the discharge of these heavy engagements, the 
Commissioners have reluctantly been obliged to postpone (notwithstanding the great in- 
crease of the Protestant congregations) the rebuilding and enlargement of many churches: 
the urgency of applications of this description is best evidenced by the number of places 
licensed in parishes for celebi-atiou of Divine service, arising from the want of suitable 
churches. 



The Commissioners have received from time to time many applications for the augmenta- 
tion of small livings, the incomes of which in some cases are under 60/., which applications 
they have, with regret, been obliged to postpone, without being able to hold out any pros- 
pect of early assistance, being prohibited by law from entertaining such applications till 
surplus funds shall arise. 



The Commissioners would further beg leave to remark, that a large portion of the 
revenues contemplated to arise under the Church Temporalities Act is not yet available, 
nor can the realization of these funds be looked for with certainty within an-y definite 
period; but as it is essentially necessary for the Board to meet demands of the nature 
above specified, in order that they may cany out the purposes for whicU these Acts were 
hamed, they would respectfully submit to Her Majesty's Government to be pleased to take 
into their consideration such measures as to them may appear advisable to relieve the 
Board from the sum of 60,000 being the balance now remaining due on account of the 
original loan of 100,000 /., in consideration of the sum of 61,384/. 1 5 . 31 d. havino- already 
been paid m way of pmicipul and interest on foot of this loan, as also the sum of 
48,599/. 19s. 7d. m discharging arrears of vestry-cess, which had accrued due prior to the 
establishment of the Commission, and in further consideration of an expenditure incurred 
(sucli as could not have been anticipated) to an amount of 10,000/. in repairing injuries 
done to churches by the storm of unexampled violence in the year 1839 . 

In submitting these facts to the consideration of the Lords of the Treasury, the Com- 
missioners at the same time deem it essential to state to their Lordships, that unless the 
re le now sought be afforded, they apprehend the' great purposes for which the Commission 
was established cannot be fully carried into effect. 



And it was further ordered, that his Grace the Lord 
application to the Lords of the Treasury. 



Primate be requested to present this 



(A true copy.) 



(signed) Thomas Bushe, Secretary. 
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— No. 5 . — 



letter from the Lord Lieutenant to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, Vice-Regal Lodge, - January 1845. 

I HAVE laid before Her Majesty’s Government your communication of the 7th 
December, with the estimates and accounts appended thereto, in reply to my letter 
of the 5th September, and I regret to state that they have not been found in all 
points satisfactory. 

As it is admitted that the capital of the Perpetuity Purchase Fund has been 
expended principally to meet the demands for repairing, rebuildim, and enlarEiiio- 
churches, I am instructed to call for information on the following points ; * ° 

1st. It is stated that the increase of congregations in several places renders the 
necessity of the (■nlargement of churches urgent ; I request therefore that you will 
inform me what is the number of those places or parishes, where they are situated 
and what is the extent of the increase in the number of the members of the Esta- 
blished Church in tliose localities since the religious census was taken by Lord 
Grey’s GoverDment in 1834. 

2d. In regard to rebuildings, I request to know the number of parishes in which 
churches have been built or rebuilt from the funds arising under the Church Tem- 
poralities Act, distinguishing the amounts of the sums appropriated for the erec- 
tion of churches in parishes in which no churches existed at the time of the pass- 
ing of the said Act, from the amounts of the sums appropriated for the rebuildino- 
of churcbes in parishes in which churches did exist at that period, and which 
consequently had theretofore been kept in repair by vestry assessments, with an 
account of the circumstances which have created the necessity of such buildings 
or rebuildings. 

3d. In respect to the repair of churches, I request to be informed of the 
smounts of the sums set apait for this purpose in euch of the years since the 
establishinent of the Commission. It ^vould appear from the reports of the 
Comoiissioners of late years, that a diminution might be expected under this 
bead of expenditure, which might be reasonably looked for after the great expense 
which has been incurred in this department of the Commission. 

4th. In regard to churches or chapels built from private funds by means of 
subscriptions, or under the Trustees Act, I am desirous to know the number 
erected, and whether any and what aid has been afforded or promised by the 
Comuiissioners to the erection, completion, and repair of such chapels since the 
establishment of the Commission ; and whether such aid, if any, has been aSorded 
or promised in consequence of such churcbes or chapels having been in any way 
provided^ for by vestry assessments, or from any and what other cause or causes. 

And if from the experience of past years, the Commissioners can, in their 
judgment, form any estimate of the probable amount of the sums that may be 
annually required for the next five years not only for keeping the churches in 
repair, but also for the purposes of rebuilding and enlargement, I am desirous of 
receiving the fullest information on these most important subjects. 

1 have also to observe, that the yearly expenditure of 34,500^. for providing 
requisites for the decent celebration of Divine service has attracted the attention 
of the Government, as it seems not only to be very considerable in amount, but 
to be an increasing demand, and to exceed annually, by some thousands, the 
monies heretofore required for this service. I request, therefore, that you will 
inform me of the several items composing this expenditure, and the amount of 
each class; the causes which have ltd to the increase; whether in the judgment ot 
the Commissioners 34,500^ is to be considered as the invariable amount of 
expense for the supply of requisites in future; or whether an increase or diminu- 
tion is expected under this head, with the causes of the same; the probable 
amount ot increase or diminution, and the sum which may be calculated on as the 
utmost limit of expense for this purpose. 

^ The next item in your account upon \Ahicb explanation is required are the par- 
ticulars of the 9, 150/. charged for curates’ stipends, vicars choral, and diocesan 
schoolmasters ; the amount respectively paid to each, and the authority and par- 
ticular circumstances under which these payments are made. The Government 
IS quite aware of the pecuniary difficulties the Commission had to contend 
"ith, funds expected to arise under the Church Temporalities Acts 

B 3 could 
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could be made available ; to meet which emergency' the loan of 100,000/. wag 
sanctioned by the I..egislature. But seeing that the income of the Commissioners 
independently of the sales of the perpetuities, is rapidly increasing, while the pro- 
ceeds of the sales are falling off, and that an expense of some hundreds of 
thousands of pounds has been incurred in the repair, rebuilding, and enlargement 
of churches, they cannot but continue strongly impressed with the urgent neces- 
sity which exists of rendering the wants of the Church in Ireland commensurate 
with the amountof annual income, without drawing further on the capital of the 
Perpetuity Purchase Fund, which more particularly stands pledged for the repay- 
ment of the balance of the 60,000/. still outstanding on the 100,000/, loan. 

As it appears by your account that, exclusive of the 2,000/. invested in secu- 
rities, a sum of 10,000/. is expected to arise from the sales of perpetuities within 
the current year, I request you will inform me whether any and what portion 
of that money has been already realized and is unappropriated, and whether any 
and what portion may be expected to arise from the liquidation of mortgat^es 
granted in preceding years for the amounts of perpetuity purchases. 

I have, kc. 

(signed) Hei/tesbur^, 



— No. 6. — 

LETTER from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners to the Lord Lieutenant. 

24, Upper Merrion-street, Ecclesiastical Commission, 
My Lord, 11 January 1845. 

I HAVE had the honour of submitting to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for 
Ireland your Excellency’s letter of the 7th instant, on the subject of the funds of 
this Board, and calling for further information on several heads referred to therein ; 
and I have to acquaint your Excellency that the Commissioners have ordered the 
required information to be prepared, and have also directed me to lay your Excel- 
lency’s letter before a special meeting of the Board, which they hope will be held 
in the course of the ensuing month. 

1 have, &c. 

(signed) Thos, Bushe, Secretary. 



— No. 7 . — 

LETTER from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners to the Lord Lieutenant 
(with Enclosures). 

Ecclesiastical Commission, 24, Upper Merrion-street, 
My Lord, 12 February 1845. 

I HAVE laid before a special meeting of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners for 
Ireland your Excellency’s letter of the 7th ultimo, and I have the honour herewith 
to transmit to your Excellency Returns in reference to the several inquiries con- 
tained therein ; and I have to express the hope of the Commissioners that same 
may be found satisfactory by your Excellency. 

I have, kc. 

(signed) Thos. Bushe, Secretary. 



Query, No. 1. — It is stated that the increase of congregations in several places renders 
the necessity of the enlargement of churches urgent ; I request, therefore, that you will 
inform me what is the number of those places or parishes, where they are situated, and 
what is the extent of the increase in the number of the members of the Established Church 
in these localities, since the religious census was taken by Lord Grey’s Government in 1834. 

Amwer . — Having already .stated in the architect’s report sent to your Excellency, that 
there are in all 244 applications for enlargement, and having stated that some of these were 
of a very urgent nature, the Commissioners have selected the following parishes as speci- 
mens of the cases referred to, adding such particulars, for the information of your Excel- 
lency, as the documents in the office enable them to furnish. 
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Pabish. 


Biocbsb. 


CorrisTT. 


Ballymore - 


Armagh - 


Armagh 


Carrickmacross - 


Clogher 


Monaghan - 


K-ilmore 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Castletown Delvin 


Meath 


Westmeath 


Enniskeen - 


Ditto 


Cavan 


Kilmore - 


Down 


Down 


Tamlaghtfinlagan • 


Derry 


Derry 


Carrickfergus 


Connor 


Antrim 


Kilconriola * 


Connor 


Antrim 


Cavan 


Kilmore 


Cavan 


Outragh • 


Kilmore 


Leitrim 


•\bbeylcix - 


Leighlin 


Queen’s Co. 


Lea - 


Kildare 


Queen’s Co. 


Abbeystrewry 


Ross - 


Cork - 


Cove - 


Cloyne 


Cork- 


Skoll ... 


Cork - 


Cork - 


8WI, 0.ofEase 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Kilmood 


Down 


Down 


Arnjoy 


Connor 


Antrim 



- - Slated in memorial, dated a8th Jannary 1845, from minister and 
cnurcliwardeng, that the church is supposed to seat about 450; Pro- 
testant population being 3,1 35. Large subscriptions tendered, 

- - Mated by letter from Rev. W. Thompson, that in 1841 the con-^re- 
gation had very much increased, and that there was very great wan“ of 
church acconomodation. Large subscriptions tendered. 

- - Stated in letter from the Rev. J, Whitestone, dated July 1836, that 
there are only 27 pews in the church, capable of accommodating 180 
persons ; and the Protestant population 630. He thinks 40 families 
would cheerfully pay for accommodation. 

- - Stated by the Rev. D. Dunne, in 1842, “We are lamentably in want 
ot room, though the aisle is packed as full as it can hold on benche-s.” 

- - Stated in 1836, by the Rev. J. W, Charleton, that several families in 
the parish have no seats in the church; and in 1840, that, with a view 
to nnord accommodation, the pews were broken up into single sittings 
and yet the church is not adequate by any means to meet the wants of 
the parish. 

- - Stated in 1837, in memorial from parishioners, that the church holds 
at present 110 persons conveniently, while the congregation is upwards 
of 700. Also in 1844, that the congregation being pent up in the church 
like sheep in a crib in Sinithfield, could endure it no longer, and were 
determined to avail themselves of two dissenting-houses near the church. 

• - Stated in 1841, by Rev. O. M‘CausIand, that from the increase of 
congregation the church was incapable of receiving many worshippers 
who are anxious to attend. Protestant population 550; church accom- 
modation ISO. 

- - Stated by the Very Rev. Dean Chaine, in 1841, that the congrega- 
tion has increased very much ; that a gallery could be erected at the 
cost of 150 f., of which sum he would give 100 1, and would undertake 
the work, if the Board would next year grant him 50I . ; and should 
this be refused, many of the congregation would be lost to the church. 

■ - Stated by the Rev. H. Gumming, in 1 835, 1 hat though the church was 
enlarged a few years ago, it does not contain more than 380 persons, 
and that there are g6o Protestants entitled to accommodation in it. 

-- Stated in a memorial, dated 13th December 1841, that the parish- 
ioners deplore the exclusion of so many souls from the House of God; 
additional accommodation being required for 220 persons. Considerable 
subscription in aid tendered. 

- - Stated in a memorial signed by 45 heads of families, and dated 1843, 
that the church has been for many years too small to accommodate the 
parishioners ; the necessity of enlarging strongly certified by the Bishop 
of Kiltnore. 

- • Stated in 1 842, by the Hon. and Rev. W. Wingfield, that the church 
requires enlargement, the Protestant population having increased, since 
the last Protestant census, from 1,008 to at least 1,300. Subscriptions 
to the amount of 400 1. tendered. 

- . Stated in resolutions of vestry, in 1 840, that additional accommoda- 
tion was required for at least 150 persons. Strongly recomtuended by 
the Bishop of Kildare. 

-- Stated in memorial from parishioners in 1837, that a galleiy was 
required, many parishioners being unable to attend Divine service for 
want of room ; and afterwards, in a memorial from minister and parish- 
ioners, that some families were unable to attend in the church since 
1837, and imploring the Board to consider their case. 

• • Stated in 1841, by the Rev. J. E. Nash, that a dissenting-house is 
about to be erected in consequence of the want of church accommoda- 
tion ; and one of the grounds of the appeal is, that the number of parish- 
ioners in the town is 1,500, while there is only accommodation in the 
parish church for 700 persons. 

- - Stated in 1840, by the rector and curate, that the church accom- 
modation is from 300 to 400, and that additional accommodation is 
required for 800 persons. 

- - Staled in 1844, by the Rev. J. Tripbook, that the district contains 
700 Protestants, while the church, when filled to repletion, holds but 
200 persons. 

- - Church accommodation, in 1834, for 300 persons. Protestant popu- 
lation 2,219. Additional accommodation urgently called for. 

• - Church accommodation, in 1836, for 100 persons, and there are 120 
families of the Established Church. Strongly urged by the Bishop of 
Down. 



extent of the increase in the number of the members of the Established Church in those localities since 
The C was taken by Lord Grey’s Government in 1834,” 

that von have not the means of supplying this part of the required information ; and as it would seem 

Commiss^ b,xcellency’s letter implied, that at that date (1834) there was a full supply of church accommodation, the 
sevpwi desire to add that, from the documents in their office, it appears that at and prior to that period 

‘"'erd churches required to be enlarged. V v 

B 4 Qi/ery, 
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APPLICATION OF THE PERPETUITY FUND TO 



Query, No. 2. — In regard to rebuildings, I request to know the number of parishes in 
which churches have been built or rebuilt from the funds arising under the Church Tern 
poralities Acts, distinguishing the amounts of the sums appropriated for the erection of 
churches in parishes in which no churches existed at the time of the passing of the said 
Acts from the amounts of the sums appropriated for the rebuilding of churches in parishe 
in which churches did exist at that period, and which, consequently, had theretofore been 
kept in repair by vestry assessment; with an account of the circumstances which have 
created the necessity of such buildings or rebuildings. 

Answer . — 



Ifunaber of Parishes 
B which Churches have 
seea Built or Rebuilt 
fi«m Funds arising 
under the Charch 
Temporalities Acts. 


Amonnts of the 
Sums appropriated 
for the erection of 
Churches in Parishes 
in which no Churches 
existed at the time of 
the passing of said 
Acts. 


Numberof Churches 
erected in parishes in 
which no Churches 
existed at the time of 
the passing of said 
Acts. 


With an account of the Cirenmstances 
which have created the necessity of soch 
Buildings or Rebuildii^s. 


loe 

N. B, — In addition, 
subscriptions to the bn 


£. *. d. 

8,845 8 7 

a sum of 9,146 Z. 16*. 6 
dding or rebuilding of tii 


20 

i. was contrlbnted by 
fise chniches. 


The parish churches in some cases being in 
ruins at the time of the passing of the Chiircli 
Temporalities Acts, the dissolution of unions 
and the formation of new parishes, created the 
necessity of providing churches for the accom- 
modation of the members of the Patahij,|i^ 
Church residing in these parishes. 


Amounts of the 
Sums appropriated 
for the erection of 
Ciiurohes in Parishes 
in which Churches 
did exist at tlie time 
of the passing of said 
Acts. 


Number of Churches 
erected in Parishes in 
which Churches did 
exbt at the time of 
the passing of said 
Acts. 


With an account of the Circumstances which Tiave created 
the necessity of such Buildings or Rebuildings. 


£, s. d. 
75,270 3 6 

N.B . — In addition 
of 24,019Z. 14*. 2d. v 
scrip tions to the bail 
Uiesa churches. 


86 

a sum to the amount 
as contributed by sub- 
ding or lebuildkg of 


_ TOe circumstances which created the necessity of the rebuildkis 
m these parishes were as follow : 

1st. Churches condemned as unwortliy of repair. 

2d. Chojches which, on the undertaking the repairs, were fonnd is 
BO bad a state as to occasion the necessity of rebuilding. 

3d. Churches where tiie expense of the repairs was so great u 
nearly to amount to the cost of rebuilding, and increased aucommods- 
tion required, which could not be afforded within the area of the old 
buildings. 

4th. Churches where liberal subscriptions were offered on condition 
of their being rebuilt, rendering the rebuilding, under the circumstan- 
ces, the more eligible course. 



Query, No. 3.— In respect to the repairs of churches, I request to be informed of the 
amounts of the sums set apart for thjs purpose in each of the years since the establishment 
01 the Commission. 

Atmoer . — 



To Amount expended in 1834 - 


_ 




To ditto 


- 


ditto 


1835 - 


_ 


_ 


To ditto 


- 


ditto 


1836 - 


_ 




To ditto 


- 


ditto 


1837 - 


_ 




To ditto 


- 


ditto 


1838 - 


_ 




To ditto 


- 


ditto 


1839 - 






To ditto 


- 


ditto 


1840 - 






To ditto 


- 


ditto 


1841 - 


_ 




To ditto 


_ 


ditto 


1842 - 






To ditto 


- 


ditto 


1843 - 






To ditto 


- 


ditto 


1844 - 




_ 



Total Amount of Expenditure in 11 Years 





REPAIRS. 




ORDINARY. 


EXTRAORDINARY, 




£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


- 


- 


1,162 - 3 


- 


11,336 8 6 


477 15 8 


- 


32,816 4 10 


910 11 3 


- 


63,829 1-5 3 


970 17 7 - 


- 


54,290 10 - 


1,131 9 - 


- 


48,522 6 8 


6,049 2 6 


- 


27,621 3 1 


7,863 14 1 


- 


24,778 12 4 


2,547 15 8 


- 


25,157 16 8 


2,606 12 4 


- 


23,437 15 1 


1,481 19 - 


“ 


14,794 1 2 


436 10 11 


£. 


346,584 13 2 


26,526 0 3 
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THE BUILDING AND REPAIRING OF CHURCHES. 17 

Qum Wo. 4,-In regard to churches or chapels built from private funds, by means of 
subscriptions, or under the Ibastes Act, I am desirous to know tbe number erected and 
whether any. and what aid has been afforded or promised by the Commissioners to the 
erection, completion, ^d luparrs of such chapels since the eslabfishment of the Commission, 
and whether such aid (if any) has been afforded or promised in consequence of Lch 
churches or chapels having been m any way provided for by vestry assessments, or from 
any, and ^vhat Other cause or causes. , lum 

Answer . — 



srsrS- 

' CQBses. 



So feTBS the Ecclesi- 
estical ComnuBsioncrs 
have offieial know* 
ledge. In addition to 
these, there are several 
which hare been bnilt 
from private funds, by 
neassof sabscriptions, 
or under the Trustees 
Act, whicli have not 
as yet been brought 
officially trader the 
notice of the Cornmis- 



NiL The necessary aid Ifone, so far as the It appearing to the 

for the repair of such Ecclesiastloal Com- Ecclesiastical Com- 

of these ohurdies and missiocers are inform- iDiseioners that no 

chapels u have been ed. funds existed for the 

Mken under their care repairs of these 

r: ■ _ — — TT afforded by (____ churches or chapels, 

fte Ecclesiastical Cotnmissioiiers, who have also undertaken the CommissloW 

thefttaierepairaofthebulldingBoftheaforesaidGSchurches have undertaken for 

or chapels : 29 have been taken, as_ to their repairs, under the their repairs,under tho 
charge of tho Eeclesiastical Commissioners, the same havine provisions of the 

been fli^hed in a substantial manner; 27 have not as vet Chnrch Temporalities 

been taken under their charge nnOl spedfled defects shaU Acts, 
have been remedied, and the legal requirements complied with • 

6 refused, from having sufficient funds for their repairs • 3 
rejected, from not being built in a good and snbstantiS^man- 
ner ; and! for repairs of which no application has been 



Query, No. 6.— And if from the experience of past years the Commissioners can, in their 
judgment, form any estimate of the probable amount of the sums that may be annudly 
required for the next five years, not only for keeping the churches in repair, but also for the 
pmposes of rebuilding and enlaigement, I am desirous of receiying the fullest information 
upon these most important subjects. 

ATisiiier.— The Commissioners, in reply to this inquiry, called upon their architect to fun- 
nish them with the best information in his power on tliese subjects, whose returns they beg 
leave to subjoin for your Excellency’s information, as the nearest approximation they have 
the means of making to an exact answer to this question, without pledging themselves to 
tile amounts therein specified, as containing an aecumte statement of what may he annually 
required for keeping the churches in repair, and for the purposes of rebuiidine and enlars-e- 
ment for the next five years. ^ 

To probable amount that will be required per annum to keep the 
churches throughout the country in repair for the next five years - 
(This sum, which is at the rate of 15 1. il s. per church, in- 
cludes the external painting every fourth year, but does not in any 
case include internal painting or cleaning.) 

To probable amount that will be required per annum for churchyard 
fences for the next five years 

(This sum includes not only the repairs of existing fences, but 
also tbe cost of inclosing 61 churches which have never yet been 
fenced in.) 

To probable amount that will be required per annum for the next five 
years for rebuilding 35 churches, deducting amount of promised 
subscriptions - 

To probable amount that will be required per annum for the next five 
years for enlarging 174 churches, deducting amount of promised sub- 
scriptions 

Total probable amount that will be required from the Board per annum 
for the next five years for church works 



The estimated cost of internal painting and cleaning of churches now required, hut not 
“eluded in the above sum, is 18,208 1. 

Any expenditure within the five years short of the sum stated above as necessary for the 
repairs of churches and churchyard fences, will tend to increase the cost of the works in 
years. 

C Query f 



£. 

21,144 


S. d. 


6,440 




6,764 


10 - 


5,076 


6 - 


38,416 


2 - 
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Queiy, No. 6. — I have also to observe, that the yearly expenditure of 34,500 Z. for pro- 
viding requisites for the decent celebration of Divine service, has attracted the attention of 
the Government, as it seems not only to be very considerable in amount, but to be an 
increasing demand, and to exceed annually, by some thousands, the monies heretofore re- 
quired for this service. I request, therefore, that you will inform me of the several items 
composing this expenditure, and the amount of each class ; the causes which have led to 
the increase ; whether in the j udgment of the Commissioners 34,500 L is to be considered as 
the invariable amount of expense forthe supply of requisites in future, or whether an increase 
or diminution is expected under this head, with the causes of the same ; the probable amount 
of increase or diminution, and the sum which may be calculated on as the utmost limit of 
expense for this purpose. 

Answer . — 







AMOUNT OF 






EACH CLASS. 






f. 


s. 


d. 


J-'ansh clerks' salaries 


- 


13,729 


10 


- 


Sextons’ ditto - 


_ 


8,675 


13 


10 


Organists’ ditto 




1,560 


11 


10 


Blements - - - 


- 


2,730 


12 


2 


Fuel - - - 


_ ■ 


3,762 


10 




Lighting - 


- 


1,716 


1 


7 


Washing church linen 


- 


552 


18 


9 


Black lead and brushes 


_ 


144 


14 


5 


Postage - - - 


_ 


142 


6 


2 


Communion plate 


_ 


31 


16 


6 


Bibles, prayer and registry 1 
books - - _ _j 


100 


- 


- 


Rebinding Bibles and prayerl 
books - - - -f 


13 


2 


- 


Consecration fees 


_ 


100 


2 


8 


Insurance of churches 




203 


14 




Poor’s boxes - 


. 


3 


4 


_ 


Communion linen 




63 


9 


1 


Surplices - - - 




214 


5 


_ 


Fire-irons and fenders 


- 


69 


1 


6 


Branches and sconces 


_ 


158 


- 


5 


Upholstery 


- 


335 


2 


9 


Matting - - - 


- I 


181 


5 


8 


Kent or churchyards - 


- ' 


41 


16 


- 


Tuning oigans - 


- ; 


8 


5 


6 


Sweeping church chimnies 


43 


7 


11 


Sundries - 


- ; 


13 


6 


6 


Total - - - 




34,594 


15 


3 



OBSERVATIONS. 



An additional number of churches and 
chapels having been built since the establish- 
ment of the Commission, has increased the 
demand for salaries and church requisites, 
and additional duties having been required 
of the se.xtons in attending more constantly 
to the ventilation of the churches and light- 
ing fires in them -on certain days in the 
week as well as on Sundays, has occasioned 
an increase of expense as well in the amount 
of their salaries as in the supply of fuel. 
The Commissioners considering that atten- 
tion to these matters tends to the preserva- 
tion of the churches, and the diocesans hav- 
ing required a much stricter attention to the 
celebration of evening service, has necessarily 
occasioned a great increase of expense under 
the head of fixtures and lights. And lastly, 
there has been a much more frequent cele- 
bration of the communion, which has re- 
quired a greater supply of requisites under 
this head. Additional e.xpense has also been 
incurred in providing communion plate for 
new churches. 

In respect to the sum of 34,500 Z. required 
for the supply of requisites for Divine service, 
it cannot be considered as the invariable 
amount in future ; it is impossible to state 
the probable amount that may be required, 
but judging from the experience of past 
years, an increase and not a diminution may 
be expected under this head. 



Qiiery^ No. 7.— The next item in your account upon which explanation is required, are the 
particulars of the 0,150 Z. charged for curates’ stipends, vicars choral, and diocesan school- 
masters ; the amount respectively paid to each, and the authority and particular circum- 
stances under which those payments are made. 

Answer . — 



Amount payable to the Lord Bishop of Cork and Ross 
and Cloyne, to make his present 
revenue equal to that he had before 


£. s. d. 


Under the Act 


the union of the sees - - - 

» j, to the Lord Bishop of Kilmore and 


1,500 - - 


8&7W.4,C.99,S.33. 


Elphin, for like purpose 

» }, to the curates of several parishes in 

the city of Dublin, formerly paid by 
vest^ assessment, and for which 


100 - - 


3&4W.4,c.37,S.3.5. 


the Commissioners are to provide 


2,015 - - 


3&4W.4,C.37,8.73. 
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the building and repairing of churches. 



Amount payable to curates, &c. for attending to the 
spiritual wants of benefices, where 
the appointment of a clerk has been 
suspended - - - - - 


£. s. ri. 


Under the Act 


830 - - 


3&4\V.4,C.37,S.116. 


„ to the vicars choral of Cashel, Cloyne, 

Cork and Tuam, their stipendiaries, 
choristers, &c. &c., to the minor 
canon of Ardfert; those properties 
are now vested in the Commission- 
ers, subject however to existing in- 
terests ----- 


3,723 9 8 


6&7W.4.C.99, 6.25. 


„ to incumbents and perpetual curates, 

charged by Acts of Council on 
tithes disappropriated from the sees 
of Meath and Ferns, and from the 
deanery of St. Patrick’s, Dublin - 


j 

1,027 19 5 


3&7W.4, C.99,s.28. 


„ „ to diocesan schoolmasters, the sala- 

ries paid to them by the predeces- 
sors of the Commissioners for see 
estates and other properties, and to 
registrars of dioceses for fees 


154 - - 




£. 


9,150 9 1 


^ 3 8C4W.4,c.37,b.36. 



Query, No. 8. — As it appears by your account that exclusive of the 2,000 Z., invested in 
securities, a sum of 10,000 Z. is expected to arise from the sales of perpetuities within the 
current year, I request you will inform me whether any and what portion of that money 
has been already realised and is unappropriated, and whether any and what portion may be 
expected to arise from the liquidation of mortgages granted in preceding years for the 
amounts of perpetuity purchases. 

Answer.— 



There is in Government securities the sum of - - - - - 

Of the 10,OOOZ. expected from the sales of perpetuities within the cur- 
rent year, there has been realized ------ 



appropri 

of 26 November 1844, for Church works 



Balance - - - 
I off the sum of • 



Of the mortgage monies there has been 

Leaving the Total Amormt unappropriated - - 



£. 


s. 


d. 


2,000 


- 


- 


7,623 


18 


7 


9,623 


18 


7 


4,328 


19 


3 


6,294 


19 


4 


6,801 


- 


3 


11,095 


19 


7 



N.B. — The Commissioners have no means of ascertaining what further sum may be 
expected from the liquidation of mortgages within the year. 

(signed) Thos. Hw«Ae, Secretary. 



Dublin Castle, \ 

August 1845. J F- LUCAS. 
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